autumn-winter 2016
PROJECTS
Welcome to Designwell’s Autumn edition of
Lunchbreak...

Collaboration

Completed

If you’d like to have a chat to one of the friendly
Designwell team about an upcoming project
T| 1300 700 413
e| admin@designwell.net.au
Designwell Landscape Architects

Current Projects

Resthaven Mitcham
Concept Stage
Redevelopment of this Aged Care facility,
creating lifestyle and outdoor activity
spaces for residents and their families.
St Paul’s Lutheran Homes
Concept Stage
Development of a new dementia enabling
landscape.
Resthaven Malvern
Documentation Stage
Creating interactive and engaging
landscapes designed to enhance the
health and wellbeing of residents.
Christie Downs Primary School
Documentation Stage
Children with special needs integrate
with mainstream children in this purposedesigned nature play environment.
Sensory plants, sand and water play
encourages learning through nature.

Designwell worked closely with Concordia College Early
Learning Centre to re-imagine their playspace and create
the “garden of their dreams” for the My Park Rules
National Landscape Architecture competition. A highly
contested competition saw Concordia College awarded
a National Finalist. The winner was announced, recieving
$100 000 to build their winning scheme.

Introducing our most recently completed
project... Resthaven Craigmore Aged Care.
Designwell created a series of outdoor
activity and family spaces with the idea of
making intergenerational interaction easier
for residents and their families. The outdoor
spaces include sheltered BBQ area, outdoor
lawn bowls, therapeutic gardens and a
stunning nature walk through the rejeuvenated
native gardens. Children are allowed to run
and play through the gardens in a series of
looped natural paths with fun and interactive
scuptural features along the way.

Designwell collaborated with children of the ELC, staff,
parents and the college to create a natural, interactive,
sustainable playspace focusing on education and
communication through the landscape.

C o m m u n i C ati o n
th r o u g h th e a u str a li a n
l a n d sC a p e
ConCordi a C olleg e
ea rly lea rni ng Cent re
h i gh gate s a

i nt e r na t iona l Ba c c a la ure a t e s c hool
C hild re n a re e nc oura ge d t o le a rn t hrough inq uir y

Resthaven Craigmore Aged Care

“nature... nourishing the whole child”
-Concordia ELC

View the video entry that won Concordia College a place as a
national finalist here: https://vimeo.com/160804102

TEACHING

In Construction

A couple of our projects have recently moved
into the construction phase...

International Environments for Aging
Conference 2016, Austin, Texas

Singapore Botanic Gardens
Therapeutic Design Course

Tara Graham-Cochrane
spoke about the importance
of dementia-enabling
environments at this year’s
Environments for Aging
conference in the US. The
conference attracts 1000+
aged care organisation
directors, architects and
Tara spoke amongst other
built environment research leaders in therapeutic
landscapes, Susan Rodiek,
academics every year.

Tara has recently
spent time in
Singapore teaching
a two-day intestive
Horticultural Therapy
course at the
SIngapore Botanic
Gardens for National
Parks SIngapore.

Naomi Sachs & Amy Wagenfeld

Evanston Gardens Primary School

Mary MacKillop Care, Cowandilla

Staff News
Designwell are excited to announce that we
will be providing an internship opportunity to
Feiyang (Oscar) Lu in the coming weeks. Oscar
is studying 4th year Masters of Landscape
Architecture at the University of Adelaide and has
a keen interest in healing landscapes.

During her time in the US, Tara also visited a
number of well-designed sites in Seattle with Daniel
Winterbottom, Landscape Architect and co-author of
Therapeutic Gardens.

Seattle Children’s
Garden

Nikkei Manor

Tara teaches at the
Singapore Botanic Gardens

LASA Victoria Property Seminar

Emily Mayes was invited to present on the
topic of the importance of dementia-enabling
environments at the Leading Aged Services
Australia Victoria Property Seminar. She took
the audience through a range of therapeutic
garden examples designed by Designwell.

Fisher House

Seattle Children’s Garden is a community garden
for children with physical and mental disabilities,
encouraging a hand-on connection to nature.
Nikkei Manor is a suberbly designed Japanese/
American Aged Care facility in the Seattle CBD. The
average age of the residents is 91 years old!
Fisher House allows families of veterans to stay free of
charge whilst visiting their loved ones in the adjacent
Seattle Veteran’s Hospital.

Emily presenting the Importance of Dementia-enabling
Environments at the LASA Victoria Property Seminar

